
To our Harrison Family: 
  
There has been 1 additional death in Gloucester County since yesterday’s update, a 
male age 79. This sadly brings the county total to 12. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with their families and loved ones. Countywide, we have 600 positive and 2,225 
negative tests. The statewide report shows 71,030 positive tests and 72,991 negatives 
with 3,156 deaths. 
  
There was no change In Harrison overnight, holding at 22 positive cases in total and 
thankfully no fatalities. 
  
On our County Call this morning, the Department of Health representative noted that 
even though the last two days have seen fewer positive cases, we cannot confidently 
say that we have reached the apex of the outbreak. All the projections have targeted 
April 25th as the apex date, and we should assume we are still on the upswing until 
definitively advised otherwise. Our isolation and social distancing practices are working, 
as the County Health Official reiterated, so let’s stay the course. 
  
Tomorrow, Thursday, will be the second County Drive-Thru Testing occasion at Rowan 
College of South Jersey. Entering today, there were already 100 confirmed registrations 
for the event, with the maximum capability for this round to be 200 tests. Next week’s 
test date will be announced shortly. 
  
HARRISON MASK DISTRIBUTION OFF AND RUNNING 
Today marked the kickoff of our local Mask Distribution program at Pleasant Valley 
School (PVS). Cars began lining up at 1PM for the 2-6PM distribution. The process, 
conducted by our Harrison Township Police Department, went very smoothly. In 
addition to the PD members, Harrison Township employees and resident volunteers 
assisted. Naples Ristorante & Pizzeria delivered some pies and sodas to the site for the 
crew. Thanks, Anthony! 
  
I remind everyone reading this update that the mask distribution is limited to Harrison 
Township residents on our tax list and confirmed by presenting ID. Though South 
Harrison residents have a Mullica Hill mailing address, they are not eligible to receive 
masks. We regret having to turn away several of our neighbors to the south and 
apologize for the inconvenience. 
  
The Distribution continues tomorrow, Thursday April 16th from 2-6PM and Saturday 
from 10AM to 1PM. Approximately 2,000 masks were distributed today. 
  



DAYCARE WORKERS - ALSO HEROES IN THE HILL 
We are all obviously focused on our frontline healthcare workers in this battle because 
of their direct exposure to the Coronavirus in treating patients. But there are multiple 
layers of the workforce engaged in essential jobs to keep us safe and nourished during 
this crisis. From Police/Fire and local municipal workers to supply chain truck driver, 
grocery store and pharmacy workers to all the admin staff in medical and veterinarian 
offices. Many others are keeping us afloat during the Stay at Home Order. 
  
One email exchange I had with Stephanie Wallen-Fort of Holding Hands Family Child 
Care & Play Center here in Mullica Hill exemplifies this further. Holding Hands and 
countless other Daycare Centers play a very crucial role since they are providing 
childcare for all the other essential workers in the healthcare world and beyond. Please 
keep all the workers in these facilities in your thoughts also as I express our collective 
gratitude to all of them on behalf of all of us. Thank You! 
  
By the way in case you missed it, my HEROES IN THE HILL artwork was posted to our 
Facebook page today. I hope you will like and share it – it is my best work! There is still 
time to show you support for our medical workers by submitting your “thank you” 
artwork to our website.  
  
MORE SUPPORT FOR HOSPITAL WORKERS 
Multiple benefactors in our community have emerged on several fronts during this 
crisis. The American Legion Post 452 is buying Breakfast for 60 staff members at Inspira 
tomorrow morning. Post leader, Jack Sommer said: 
  
“In collaboration with blueplate restaurant, we will deliver breakfast to Inspira Medical 
Center Mullica Hill on Thursday, April 16th in a show of solidarity and appreciation for the 
tireless efforts of the healthcare providers in our community combating the COVID-19 virus. 
Thanks to Jim Malaby for providing a quintessential blueplate breakfast on us! We both love 
this community!” 
  
In speaking with Chef Malaby, he confirmed that another anonymous, private 
benefactor purchased a blueplate lunch and dinner today for 300 Inspira workers (150 
lunches and 150 dinners). This private donor specifically wanted to recognize those 
workers not receiving recognition as the “frontline” docs and nurses. These meals were 
provided to multiple departments at the hospital not necessarily dealing directly with 
COVID-19 patients but playing just as important roles. I recognize them individually 
here: 
  
Emergency Department               ICU                             Maternity                  Pharmacy 

https://4surefun.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c30569b503c21ae77c4c84f1a&id=9fff8726d3&e=a2b7ec3ac6
https://4surefun.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c30569b503c21ae77c4c84f1a&id=06d83c55da&e=a2b7ec3ac6


3 West/Obs                                      4 East                        4 West                       5 East 
5 West                                               Respiratory              Housekeeping         Hospitalists 
  
CARING FOR YOUR MEDICAL MASK 
Now that we are providing Medical Masks (non-N95), I reiterate this is not an invitation 
to go out. I’ll also remind you that these masks are primarily meant to protect others 
from you, as I described yesterday. They are also designed to be disposable, however 
they are reusable if handled correctly during use and cleaned properly. I will not get 
into any of the advanced sterilization agents you could purchase to clean/sterilize your 
mask after each use. I will give you a simple way the experts say you can expect to 
avoid cross-contamination, which is the primary concern: 

● First and foremost, DO NOT touch the mask itself with your hands and only 
use the ear loop straps to put on and remove the mask.  

●  If you have worn gloves during an outing, remove the gloves before removing 
your mask.  

●  The greatest potential for contamination of the mask is you transferring 
bacteria from your hands to the mask, hence keeping your hands clean (or 
gloved) and handling the mask by the loops if very effective. 

● To clean the mask between outings, simply hand wash it with a mild detergent 
(like Tri-Sodium Phosphate or a neutral liquid soap) and then dry it at room 
temperature.  

Enjoy the sunshine forecasted for tomorrow, experiencing it outside as opposed to 
looking at it from inside will be far better. If home, walk your property, neighborhood 
or take advantage of our walking paths in our parks, which remain open. Everyone is 
doing a much better job adhering to the restrictions in place for the fields, courts and 
play sets. Thank you. We are getting there, together, and remain proud to be Harrison 
Strong. 
  
Together For Harrison Township, 
Lou Manzo 
Your Mayor  


